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Are you looking for a program that has the poténtiaignificantly reduce your budget?
Compost application has been shown to improvéifgrtieduce disease pressure, reduce
thatch, improve soil structure, improve water efincies, and increase divot recovery.
These benefits are possible if the soil microbe83@ billion per pound of soil) are
managed properly.

The pictures below demonstrate how a mixture ofmashand sand for divot fill
significantly increased divot recovery comparedtraight sand, sand/peat and
sand/fertilizer (another trial not pictured). Tdhgot plots indicated that the
compost/sand recovery was twice as fast whethersas included or not. The two
divots on the left of both pictures are a sand/coshmixture.

The divot trials were repeated on three differesstwith different types of turf, and the
results were consistent regardless of turf type.
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The area of turf within the
circle was bare soil one week
before the picture was taken.
The divots were top-dressed
with compost/sand/seed and
— | playablewithin one week.

This information is not new to the turf industrytlsources of well screened compost are
finally available to increase the ease of use. mhégerials are being screened fine
enough to be applied to greens, however more g#lei@ions should be conducted
before doing so. Applications on fairways, teegot$, rough, high traffic areas, and
flower/landscape beds on the other hand are higltigmmended at this point.

Some key components to consider when utilizing acashpre: maturity, screening size,
compost ingredients, nutrient content, microbialfig/ pathogen inhibition assay, weed
seed germination, sand physical properties (if chiwé&h),and consistency.

With proper testing and evaluation, compost souca@salso be utilized for root-zone
mixes. Some benefits of including compost intorthat-zone would be for significantly
increased nutrient content over peat and mostddssurces as well as increased
microbial diversity.

DATE | D] pH | oM |soL. S|P E.E] Calb/a | Mg Ib/a ] K lb/a | Na Ib/a | B ppm | Fe ppm | Mn ppm | Cu ppm | zn ppm

Desired 2 <40 300 600 300 <60 1 50-80 40 2 5
Sand/Compost Mixes
8/10/09 CCC 7.9 1.02 91 806 5688 374 168 96 0.79 411 23 4.98 8.87
8/13/09 SGC 7.7 1.8 188 907 12062 388 312 246 0.44 155 59 2.86 16.8

Sand/Peat Mixes

9/27/07 EV 7.6 0.46 11 46 5282 278 56 44 <0.20 80 30 0.73 0.76

5/22/09 HS 7.7 0.57 9 92 2500 214 44 62 0.23 61 31 0.51 1.25

Analytical Services Provided By Brookside Laborasy Inc.
Standard Soil Analysis of two different sand/contpoixes and two different sand/peat mixes utilizdifferent sources of
calcareous sand




| do not recommend utilizing compost in areas #ratconstantly saturated with water
until drainage (surface/subsurface) can be comledt® doing so, the organic portion of
the compost would most likely add to an area thrabdy contains excessive amounts of
organic matter/thatch.

The possible concerns for applications on greem&®cessive Nitrogen release
following summer applications and determining tberect ratio of compost/sand to
ensure no organic accumulation/layering.

Some applications have increased earthworm actiwhiigh may cause issues with
playability.

1. Improves soil structure and porosity — creatifgetter plant root environment

2. Increases moisture infiltration and permeabikiiyd reduces bulk density of heavy
soils — improving moisture infiltration rates aratiucing erosion and runoff

3. Improves the moisture holding capacity of ligbils — reducing water loss and nutrient
leaching, and improving moisture retention

4. Improves the cation exchange capacity (CECpité s

5. Supplies organic matter

6. Aids the proliferation of soil microbes

7. Supplies beneficial microorganisms to soils graing media

8. Encourages vigorous root growth

9. Allows plants to more effectively utilize nutnies, while reducing nutrient loss by
leaching

10. Enables soils to retain nutrients longer

11. Contains humus — assisting in soil aggregatimhmaking nutrients more available
for plant uptake

12. Buffers soil pH
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